
Phonics Terminology 
 

Phoneme - The smallest unit of sound.  
 
Grapheme - A way of writing a phoneme. 
 
GPC - Grapheme Phoneme Correspondence.  
Knowing a GPC means you can match a      
phoneme to a grapheme and vice versa. 
 
Digraph - A grapheme containing two  
letters that makes one phoneme.  
 
Vowel digraph - two vowels, which make one 
phoneme, e.g. ai, oo, ow. 
 
Split digraph - two letters, split,  
making one phoneme, e.g. a-e as in make. 
 
Trigraph - A grapheme containing three let-
ters that makes one phoneme.  
 
Blend - to draw individual sounds  
together to pronounce a word e.g. s-n-ai-l 
blends to snail. 
 
Oral segmenting - To hear a word and break 
it up into phonemes.  
 
Segmenting - To hear a word, break it up 
into individual phonemes and write the  
graphemes in the correct order. 
 
HFW– High Frequency Words are words that 
are seen most often in reading books. 
 
Tricky Words - Words that can’t be  
segmented and blended. 
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